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Hello class,
Chapter 1 thoroughly explained many factors of scientific research. After reading the chapter, I personally came to the conclusion that the majority of these research techniques are helpful tools to learn more about the development of children; although some research techniques may not be ideal in my opinion. Observation, experiment, and survey were the three basic research strategies; in addition to case studies. I believe observation is overall the best technique because the participants are in their natural state. While experiments are more informative of cause-and-effect, I think the participants may not be acting completely natural because they know they are being experimented on. Depending on the experiment, the comparison group may even experience a placebo effect. Surveys are also insightful, but they do not show cause-and-effect, and the participants could be lying.
As for the research methods to study development over time, I personally thought how strange it must feel to be a participant in a longitudinal or cross-sequential study. I wondered, how do researchers find/pick these individuals? Why would a parent want their child to do that? And, how would that feel to know that your behavior and choices would be the results of a research project? I understand it is important to study development, but I think the participants knowing their life is being analyzed by a research team may hinder their natural development and cause anxiety. 
Reply 
It is true that scientific research is helpful and gives insight to the development of the child. Different research techniques such as observing are important in collecting relevant information on child development and gives the right information that is needed. A parent would want to know the right development that will affect their child to grow healthy. Research is important in studying the behaviors of the child and the industry as well as the environment of growth. 


#1-2: Hello everyone, 
This chapter went over different tools for scientific research techniques. Some of the techniques were more complicated then others, and for me some of the more basic techniques stood out for their simplicity to understand. Surveys are a great way to collect info from a large amount of people using interviews or questionnaires. Although surveys may seem very simple they can be inaccurate. A common problem with surveys are people often change their minds, and people often refuse to give their input which excludes what could be a high population. In child development children may just agree wit their peers to fit in with certain crowds. 
A case study is also a research technique which could be reliable based on accuracy. At the same time, since a case study focuses on one person it can give unique results since case studies are based on one individual. This can be misleading because that one individual who the case study is on can be so different compared to the majority of a population. 
Reply 
The chapter also gives the right way parents can approach growth and development of their children. This can be done perfectly by utilizing the right research techniques such as observation, and understanding common problems that affect child development. Surveys in research are also helpful in collecting the right information that is used to make analysis of the child development. Information has to be accurate and focus on the right population

